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war between two armies or two nations of approximately 
equal strength — say France and Germany — would 
never even be begun. . . . They would not dare approach 
each other. ... It was pretty certain at one time that 
fifty-one people could drub fifty, but the Boer war shows 
that fifty-one could never drub fifty, nor five, for tha 
matter. When it is fully recognized that five men can 
successfully resist twenty-five, then the rights of the 
minorities are pretty safe. All this means that the days 
of coercion have really passed. A brutal majority cant 
no longer impose its arbitrary will on a minority. Jus- 
tice and reason are sure to be the means used to persuade 
minorities. Force will be a back number. . . . The 
Baronness von Suttner has done noble work for peace 
between nations, but smokeless powder has made peace 
an absolute necessity. The immense armaments now 
being built by all nations will never come into action. 
Bulwer's prediction that war would be too deadly some 
day to be practiced is now a reality." 



Brevities. 

. . . George T. Angell, writing in Our Dumb Animals, 
says : " We are glad to be an honorary member of many 
American and European societies and one Asiatic, but 
from no one of them have we derived greater satisfac- 
tion than from our election as a Vice-President of the 
American Peace Society. Harvard has recently made 
the fighting brother of the fighting Emperor of Germany 
a Doctor of Laws (being probably the first doctor of 
laws that ever commanded vessels intended to sink or 
destroy the vessels of other Christian nations). We 
would rather be a Vice-President of the American Peace 
Society." 

. . . Three naval officers committed suicide during the 
month of September. The officials, who are desirous of 
obtaining several thousand recruits for the navy, and 
are constantly clamoring for more ships, say that the 
men were driven to suicide by overwork because of the 
deficiency of men aboard. It would never do, of course, 
for them to confess that the real cause of such occur- 
rences, as of the numerous desertions from the navy, is 
usually the monotonous, desolate, slavish, unhuman life 
on board a man-of-war. 

... At the last Mohonk Arbitration Conference Dr. 
Herrick Johnson, of Chicago, speaking of the alleviation 
of the horrors of war, said : " But still the thing is here. 
The chief horror of war is war, and you cannot alle- 
viate the horrors of it until you have obliterated war 
itself." 

. . . One of the first fruits of the great mimic coast 
war waged recently is the determination of the War 
Department to build new defenses at Newport, which 
the " war " is said to have shown to be easily capable of 
being captured and reduced to ashes by an enemy's 
fleet. That discovery compares favorably with the one 
made in England after the Spithead parade, "that the 
British navy is a phantom fleet with a skeleton crew." 
Great discoverers, these navy promoters! 



. . . Mr. George Herbert Perris, editor of Concord, the 
organ of the English International Arbitration and Peace 
Association, and author of a number of most valuable 
booklets, "Blood and Gold in South Africa," "The 
Teachings of Tolstoy," " Bloch's Museum of War and 
Peace," etc., is now in this country to give a number of 
lectures on international subjects. He is giving three 
lectures in Boston in the Old South Meeting House 
course for teachers, and will also speak in several other 
cities. Mr. Perris is an able, conscientious and fearless 
worker and he is most warmly welcomed in this country 
by us all. 

. . . Opposition to conscription continues to increase 
in Europe. A young art student of Paris, Mr. Geai, 
with an income of six thousand dollars a year, recently 
shot himself in a cafe to avoid undergoing the three 
years of military service. 

. . . The Arbitrator (London) says : " The head mas- 
ter of a large municipal elementary school in France 
recently stated that upwards of twenty thousand duly 
qualified secular teachers, male and female, were without 
employment in that country, and that in seven cases out 
of ten it is chiefly a personal distaste for military service 
which impels young men to enter the teaching profes- 
sion, because in doing so they have to bind themselves 
by a contract with the State to pursue this calling for at 
least ten years, and are thus exempt from serving in the 
army. The dislike of militarism must be very great, as 
the salary of a male assistant teacher from twenty-one 
to twenty-four years of age varies between $120 and 
$150 per year." 

. . . The boundary dispute between Galicia and Hun- 
gary has been decided by the tribunal of arbitration ap- 
pointed for that purpose. The president of the tribunal 
was Dr. Winkler, president of the Swiss Federal Tribunal. 
The four parcels of territory in dispute, except some 
forests, were awarded to Galicia. 

. . . The meeting of the International Evangelical 
Alliance which was to have been held at Hamburg this 
year, has been postponed. The postponement was due 
directly to the South African War, which produced 
great estrangement between British and Continental 
Christians. 

... It has been determined, so the dispatches state, to 
reduce the United States standing army to sixty thousand 
men, the minimum under the present law. The folly of 
the law ought now to be apparent to all. It should be 
repealed, and the army reduced to even less than it was 
before the increase. Even from the government's point 
of view, there is, under present conditions in the nation, 
no conceivable use for even twenty-five thousand men. 
The officers probably all think differently from this. 

. . . Baron de Staal, who was president of the Hague 
Peace Conference, and whose kindnesses and courtesies 
will always be remembered with gratitude by all who 
met him at The Hague, has, on account of impaired 
health, requested to be relieved of his position as ambas- 
sador to Great Britain. The Czar has acceded to his 
request and made him a member of the Council of the 
Empire and a Knight of the Order of St. Andrew. 



